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Eikgimg Tie Granary of North Carolina
ered a more difficult proposition thaa
this, and it has be.,-- in succefu! op-orati- on
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; 1: b t . i Afields by the discouragement of hav
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the company ai- - at Swan Quaru-r- , the
county-sea- t of Hyde county.If one half of this runnnyV am-
bition-! concerning the lake bed arerealized (and I believe tliev will ;ithe reuli7e,.i) this lake bed wdl b.-- i oni-o- ne
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1 t til' W J".

r.-- r . .! - i

i.o!. r.it' tht
td ?r;- i
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F.tirfiHthe flooding of their well-tille- d fieM 'I. N (',They love Mattamuskeet for its beau- -

of the readers of The News
I ob-crv- er know that some sort of

c work is going on here, but
j constrained to believe that very
f. ,v i'c aware that the greatest reela-1- 1

.(ti project east of the Mississippi
b . oi way, and rapidly nearing

i ion, down here in Hyde
. i, y.

' i,.s project is called "The Matta-- ,
,

t Drainage Project," and in- -,

the drainage of one hundred
'w.T.ty thousand acres of land,

0"e funnin, communities in thelj, uui U11V.-- iiiite ii ior tne manv South. I'niMMMov i;j ( n vfortunes it has taken from them, and Tho dvelor.nmnt of this lak.- bd is Ml Ieel.il I tilt
tor tne many good ctiizens it has
driven from their communitv.
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The Dream of A "Yankee."
When a tiling is thought about,dreamed of and longed for, it is to

be expected that many p'ans will be
evolved for its aeomplishment. This
has been true with reference to the
drainage of the rich Mattamuskeet
lands. Some years before the Civil
War an attempt was made at drainage
by the cutting of the Lake Landing
canal from the southeastern corner of

I, ,i I have seen some of the famous
,,,1, winds in the South and South
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v .t nil am prepared to say that
il,, lands now under cultivation

bov rrpl-in'- ,' rnonpv for 1 j;o t.TiV of t- - "ond Viat rniit re-
sult from t";r tO pvke
T PV to th'nV of tv.e V;st stores of
foodt-tn- " v 'v''i will h ;i.',l, (n t;1(,
nnro'ul nrrd " 'r oi Vim 1

,.r1 fa-- ns ;,.."! re rta,p. b'On-- s
fhat vMl be made avptl;di,- - the tliriv-ins- r

churches nd not s that must
nrini? no en lnnds thr,r ae

...,.;)!! the shores of Mattamuskeet
L..U. at'-- - the richest I have ever seen. put or through it
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r.,- - . cepting the famous Brazos Hot
;,.!,- - ft Texas.

the lake to Wysocking bay. This at-

tempt resulted in some little success
by lowering the water level in the
lake. But the peculiar situation of

i r.d io-s;i- l n
i am wr'ting these lines l naveA:

over to the mosquitoes and froas. andIf lOOK UlIUUKU III) wimiow IU 1 . va"-,.ni-section renders any ordinary pl.-- e t' tVtiiV 0f btn ri i r thir
money by addmg som.--tbho:-

-
t the

.: t iee to a x ry
D- - b-.-t ..f '',:!
ide;i tb,,t J. r- -

eat until tl . v
v f r . ,v

f the In fia.U

..ITH1S I nai iicte jnuuutcu iiiia
over fifty bushels of corn and
eighty bushels of oats per acre, "om totl of the world's o,.d :h'

b'li- - ft r the
fruit is the mis'aben
-- immons sua- - nvtit t.
hae been t.'iieb.'d h
nati.-- r f:.et much

i" ;'

.. . i Thesc men ai" Tot iihi,rciti-rn:i- :
.i'uii too without commercial fer-,- i.

These lands have been in cul- - ut they are making money the v.av
I like to see men make it. and tin v:i v.i i ion lor over one hundred ana

method of drainage unsuccessful. I
have already made mention of the
water that Hows down from the high-
er lands to the northwest in seasons
of excessive rainfall; this, the back
pressure from high tides in Albemarle
Sound, through Alligator river on the
north, and the very slight elevation
of the land above sea level, renders
drainage by gravity out of the ques-
tion. Some plan had to be devised

leserve a word f trab; f,,r this.
They are doin? rood in another w;iv

tw- - ; ty-liv- e years and are producing
i n i crops today than ever before.

fifty thousand acres of the land in- -.

i ii in the drainage district are now
also. All alone the pofisr' of N'onh

is l"st earh ar I'o'Tisc 't ri.' v- -
'Ud fjitls; t., tb' fuiH j. he:"e

helm? touebed bv fr.'-t- , it ' "
rot. Such pers'nimonj as are ta t eh
l1e before fr"t Comes are a late va-

riety ,.f the fruit, and 1m- - pm- -h that
thev pnrker the mouth i bea-- e

ii

h. that would not only take the rainfall the
l e

! al
b :

hae o ot yet ripened, In i
r. fruit lipei S just hefi.reoff the land to be drained, but pro

o i ne waters oi luauninusiveei
, The United States Department

riculture has made a soli survey
bed of the lake, and has re-

in! that all the land in the bed of
lake is good agricultural land,

tect it against the water from the out
side.

Parolina. onth Carolina and Ceoria
there are mil'ions of acre? or ?wamp
hinds, lads that would nv.dnr-- rr-;- t

crops. Most of these lands could he
drained by gravity, by sirnuly cutting
ditches and letting the water run off.
It seems tr, me th;it the eooraee of the
neople who are undertaking and
hr'ncinft to a successful eon r In -- ion
this difficult protect would inquire the
peoole of the whole coast eountrv to,
at least, nut their laiVs that may be
drained without the dKficu'tv and ex

it Sometime after the war there camea . a I
i inai me Kir;uer iju.il ui iu ia i, 0ftnntv nn oh mnn ttv tne
o oi ii. even mmm nniiift nf Kn rkprbockor. 1 don t Know

where he came from, somewhere upll. Ml ihe land now in cultivation.
Much of the land included in the

e .uiet is now in swamps and savan- - North I believe, and because of this
he was called a "Yankee." This old

fall.
At the present time ) e ?...vt e'"n-mo- n

use fer the fruit in fh.-- tic-rr,-mo-
n

belt, wliieh tvont Marv-lan- d.

Virc'tba, an 1 the CarrdiT,as v, . st
ward fhr.,ti'-'- h A1:-ou- aod A rV a e---a,

i as-- foi.d for hoes. It r.m. however,
he m:de nr. in,., a la'ue nuin'r of
very palatable products for human
eo v;ti tTi "ti on . 'ro he on t)le ;.' de
It is well to add half t ea r,o. , 'd of
bat-- ' in- -' sods to each uiful of peiim-m.o- n

nulp vhenee?- - toe fruit is suh-ieete- .)

to ie;iT. M'bis dneu awav with
all risk of runa-nry- . the ijuabtv it1

olivine i,eri tnnions vMdi nru-'i- s

Some of this land has been mari was some sort of a genius. He
i -d. ami, in dry years, produces was a nmgician with machinery, I am pense of pummns;. under

T"e Mattamuskeet Plan.
We have mentioned the peculiar

- : ormons crops of corn, soja told, and was an engineer, by instinct
difficulties in the way of dra'ning this
country by eravity. It is slightly above

'- - . as, eio. if not by training. He spent much
I think it would be safe for me to time in thought upon the great pi o- -

t ..v that when the project is com- - hlem that was uppermost in the minds
, ! ted it will add to the arable land Gf the people here. I have been told the level of the sea arel a eomMnat ton

ot heavv raintau witn mgn tides
would render ineffective anv gravity
system of drainasre. From tlie north the vell-know- n of the

mouth. If the fruit is perfeetly ripe
this preeautioii is in.t i- - - ' but
is there is always the possibility of
some green fruit im-i'iu- r b1-- - v--- into
tlie nulo i? is usually adiabU

Ilvde county an area or upwara 01 that jie was the first man to advance- enty-tive thousand acres of land the theory that the country could be
at will produce annually an average drained by pumping out the waters

; thirty bushels of corn per acre. 0f the lake. Much sport was ma le of
T'.dj, will not be the only beneficent "Oki Knick's dream" by some of the

ruir of the project. Much of the people, but others believed in the fea- -

khd now under cultivation is flooded sibility of his idea. Nothing was done,
ov evces.dve rainfall, and it frequently however, until about eight years ago.
happens that crops are made only on Along about that time there came a
ihe narrow r.dge around the lake, succession of very wet years and these
W In n the drainage system is complet- - rich lands hardly yielded ''seed for the

will b.The following re-'ne--

simple and siirreeable:
lcrhmnioii licad.

west it is flooded hy water from lii:',h-e- r
lands, and on the north by waters

from the Allieator rror. If it i

drained at all it must be protected
firainsi the waters from hes" sources.
Here is the way these difficulties art-bein- g

overcome:
To protect the district aeainct the

water from the outside a bonndsry
canai is being cut. Thi; canal is nix-tee- n

feet wide: its depth va-i- es arcord-in- g

to the eleva't'on of the land it
passes through. This eanal snr-onnd-

s

iY,f etdire d 'strict, with the eveenfion

d this source of failure will be eliml- - sower and bread for the eater.'' At
. ami these lands will produce this time an anneal was made to the
r' iit crops every year. i "Department of Agriculture at Wash- -

Wtnn these facts are considered ington for help to solve the drainage
?oij will comprehend the magnitude r7-nllrn- i. In answer to this appeal

1 Clip of pers-tmiUof-
i l)ip.

1 eup of water.
1- - easpoonful of soda.
Yfasr.
Shortening.
Flour to make a tiff d uu
Set to T'isi-- , !iio!d, and '

Ottief biaad.
IVr-imm- oii ('riiiniHt?.

Take 1 pini of th.e spojige
simmon bread whirh has 1

oi ill,, sukes for which the big drain- - tv,n department sent a drainage expert of some short stace-- i where iv.ere b-- a.

uaine ia being played by the peo to IJyde countv to look into the mat- - ridne and no proteetton is needed. I he
dirt' from this canal is piled on the f pel- -ter. After a tnorougn cauviw ui

situation this expert recommended
"Old Knick's Dream" as the only prac mh'' a nofilVI

be.-- n

d r ouch
er. s.-- t to
" on a hot

I Hyde county.
Mattainuskcol Iako.

On- - best term to describe this lake
. beet of water," for. while it
an area of fifty thousand acres,

is not more than four feet deep in
v place. Old people say that it

tical solution of the dimculty.
1 etr a
thin bat
then bsik

b;'uk of the canal to form a

fiike ugainst the ire.c-sar- of outshb-water- .

There are two main eanal- - tne
"Fast rdain" and the "'West MrJn."
Tufc-- e (.;Hia!s beTie Tit t'e

milk to make a
rise for mi", hourAn undertaking of this magnitude

hotrequired more money than tne peo iddleeak e.--.middle bk.
ple in the district leit that tney couiu
raise and the situation was beginning
to appear hopeless, when someooay
thought of the lake bed. A soil pur

.'.us much deeper years ago, but
litehes have been opened into it for
;h.; j.aroose f draiiung the surround-n- g

l:nd, and it has been filled up
'j Mio silt brought in by these ditches.
'a Indian legend accounts for the ori- -

vey was made of the bed of tne aKe

by experts from the Department of

with hotter or sirup.
rersimmon (IrlddlecaKcK.

1 cup of persimmon palp.
3 egg.
1 eop of flour.

teaspoonful of t.akinc: . .

tea.-.i'O- nf .;1 of pod a.
Milk to make a thin r.

l'.aKe and serve as above.
lVrv'inmoii Calr.

1 cut) ot' per-- ; mrnur. pulp.

iriiculture. and it was uiscoereu. mai

canal, one near the nortneast. a'j
the other near the northwest corners
of the dirict and convert at a point
about mh'way of the southern shore
of the lake

From the main canals lateral eanal.'.
are cut north n"d sotttVt thr vM-,,;-

darv canr.l. These lateral eanal are
nbent one and one half ndles nt.art.
Tnto tbe.-- ca nals th in ,,..- will cut
the ditches to lr:dn their land.

Where the rn'n Cuna eopverre
ii.a. voor V.s'n. fir.d T.h v;ltfir

all the land covered by the lake wasin oi the lake by saying that it was
'arned out of the oeatv earth, and rieh nnd would nay tor ine

riTvrtnnr-- o work manv times over. TheHat it burned for "thirteen moons.
Mattamuskeet Iake is "a thing of lake was at that time the property of

the State Board of Education. Drain-
age laws were passed by the Legisla

of ukiar.1-- 2 cupever seen it
I have lived'; ity." If you have

oa will ngre with me.
for nearly two ture, the Drainage District was organ!of en us shores tilnr i- - a -.-- .

oil over the .bsi'-o- t wmfrom
in thi oam. i

: 'ars, and. have seen it in all its va-Mom- s

moods; on a calm, sunny sum-ac- v

day, when it lay like a great mir-o- r

with a frame of beautiful green
is toe t;mt'lirt ide of the bas-i-n

- 4

For
- t....... . , .

ized, and plans were being tormeu
for the lauanehing of this great enter-

prise when the Board of Education
gave an option on the lake bed to
some North Carolina people, and the
second "Yankee" steps into my story.
His name is D. N. Graves, and he is

nt to Pit Tee waiei anopumtuner oia

1 Cgg.
1 cup of flour.
1 tea'-noonfu- 1 of bako ,' u- - v, ;.
1- -2 teaspoonful of rod.t.
Imtter of si ye of a v. a i : F.ak

minutes in a moderate ev ;:. i'
tedt pudding leave out the . s.

a custard leae out tiie Hour a: i

baking powder.
I'p-sf-rve- 'l Whole l'er-Moioo-

Fut a thin layr of ua r :

bottom of a jar: then a laver '

folding in its bosom the imago of the the out tan canai toe:.n.i u tnron"'i
SCVePi one-ha- lt' lobd-tk eked, azmvj sky; when it was Pamlk'o Soui.o.

mik--s awav. 'rhte.(r' ssrd bv the erentle breezes from oiiuail eauai
fourtev n"ie Smth. nnd the wavelets played Ai.ontr Veer vide and aboutfrom Boston.

"And It Came io j'a.--.
When I was a child we used to play

a same with the old family Bible. One el 't-

is full.
d f..rm

feet deep.
The pumomu plar-- is to i.e.

the greatet eelamat i - ui pumo"n
plant in the word U is comoosed .t
e:o-ii- firt-ip- ch centrifucal V"'1". "w,ni
r.'-.rtO-,ir.- .l raoacttv of eubic

ripe perdmmouc. then a
cra'r. and fo or ur.til the jar
The sugar Will sn n dissolve atvoungster would get me om uu--

bold- - it closed, the others would make
"wish," then the oook woura ie upoer irm.t down

or a-i- more
.tnd store ir:td ned.

T i O'e
:v syrup. 1 less n
iin.tf.r fhe syrui
to the jars. Sealpeeerid

with snn-sparkl- es upon its smiling
face; when storm clouds frowned over

and its waters were piled in huge
'eap:; by the fury of the winds; but
under whatever circumstances I have

eii it, Mattamuskeet is a thing of
eauty.

I Sut Mattamuskeet is not "a joy for-ver.- M

If it were, great steam dredges
would n-)- t be tearing ugly gashes
across its placid surface. Not only
lees it hold under its smiling face
fifty thousand acres of the richest land

opened at random, and it tne woios
"And it came to pass" were found a. f..-.-t nf water per

i- are sef on a tecoper v.o'f and t!T'u. tvniii mav be drainednr.daLion buibled up-- n pinner nr
i i i . i . . ... . i a i . . i . l . Lriothe place where tne hook o.-e- . --

:i .in ..meri that the wisn 'ouiu SerVeil IIK4' 'Ml' s. rtoe ii u.i;f rntt- -

earth, and are heuS"0 inthedeen in hoVu AP- -ttIU reemb'e VerV mil''!1L

be realized. . a great of concrete, steei arat
i.ro'K coa.si r:iv nun

Will Tlds ProjcM t Pp- a Sureo.
Tb? auestion raided every Fme

I don't know that
tried this method of prophecy on his
dream, but I do know that it is "com-- m

nass." Things have been nap- -
in America, but thousands of other
rich acres around it can not be culti Fie suoj ei is m e n i ' o ! 1 i . o.i -- "

,eers have treiie

pearanee and flavor.
Icr!niinoti It C"T"aiii.

2 cups of iiersimmon pulp
1 eup of thiek. eream.
Heat together thoroughly vrvi

ftee-.-- e like ord.irary ice ere.tm. The
fruit must be thoroughly r::-- ' ir.-- i

nastringt nt.
Pcrsiminon INiU.

ever since this man unn tipeningvated at sill, and many other acres
are despoiled of their crops frequently,

1is this:
ovr e vibas'" oi u e oi(r .the scene down jieiebeared upon v.- - ctrenC'tn OI llieu i'o- -

!h cause, it is here. Z . ' 1 .

. , - . r. n V-- Te 1 n - IHydFor years the neople around the a
a half mi'i-o- n oonat s 1M j

Hard-heade- d business j

llo' formed the Southern Tnd Re-eiamati- on

Fompany. and wnen tne

lilv --mo let- -

Diinage District was
lake have thought, dreamed and
longed for the drainage of their lands.

vested over
the oroicct

,mt !,.vesi TT'ell lll'Ml' . I"'- -

They can tell you of many years in
2 cups of persimmon p'ir--

.

2 cups of sugar.
Took over a slow fire. Ftimr orcn-sionall- v.

until irraining rf.r.s. Add 1

.,.r.,.,.nfiti of btkintr Foda and Hr
thev aretii e ' i oo

v.os'tion ? of ihi? kind unk-s.- 'which the fruit of their toil has been
destroyed when a bountiful harvest cerTain of succt-i'S- .

,.r thic kind are al-a- dv mwas silmo.-s- t in sight, by the rainwater the lire until quite stiff, spread

ed tb'-- comoanv nurcn-- n

1 from the Boa'd of "r?rl
VM company is the ka. -- ne

work, and Mr. f,raiu this great the1- - the irrear forc in
compW. Tli principal ofnees of

ironi the hiuher lands to the nortn flCXJ was XiUn buttled platter or rraffm paper.
Lake projectv.-e-st of them coming down upon the

fields and being held there by a full


